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offered, and the splendid behaviour of the Foreign Legion,
which was initiated on that day into its first formal battle."
Early in June, the First Banner was sent to the zone of
Larache. Since the valley of Amegatet, from Timisar to
Buharrax, was controlled, and the rebellion had extended
almost to the very foot of the eastern slopes of the moun-
tain, the space available for advance in this region being
therefore exhausted, the moment had come to take action on
the western slope, occupying the valley of Beni-Aros, once
the obstacles opposing such action had been swept aside.
The march was made under a leaden sun, in a sticky,
enervating heat. On the roth the Banner passed the night in
the encampment of Rokba-el-Gozal, after taking part in the
operations in the sierra of Sidi Embarek. In the succeeding
days the Legionnaires went through the forests to Zoco del
Jemis, arriving at the Bab-es-Sor,"The Gateway of the For-
tress," from the summit of which could be descried in the dis-
tance the settlement of Tazarut, the haunt of the Raisuni. The
operations had been developed with the precision of perfect
manoeuvres. Franco did not hide the pleasure produced in
him by the sight of the cavalry from Larache as it ran
through the mountains, like a flying column of centaurs.
The First Banner camped at Rokba-el-Gozal. It was already
clear in the minds of all that the objective to be obtained
which would conclude the campaign was the conquest of
Tazarut. With it would break and crumble the power of the
Raisuni. Tazarut was besieged by the columns during the
next few days, and the soldiers had before their eyes con-
stantly the sight of those little white huts, surrounded by
forests.
There was no other topic of conversation at meals, which
the officers ate in the open air on account of the suffocating
heat. A gust of furnace heat, warmed in the forges of the
Sahara, passed over the camp. From the surrounding fields